Western Maryland State Parks
Offer Four Seasons of Fun
For All Ages
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Park.

perhaps do some
stargazing, and
just enjoy the
serenity of it all.”
There’s an option for the regions vacationers that’s convenient, inexpensive, and
close to home: camping! Garrett County’s
state parks offer a surprising array of activities
and most provide accommodations throughout
the entire year. Thanks to the Web, it’s easy
to ﬁnd an abundance of information about
each park; just log on to www.dnr.md.gov/publiclands/
western.html to “explore” each park. Garrett County
options include Deep Creek State Park, New Germany
State Park, Herrington Manor State Park, Big Run State
Park, Casselman River Bridge State Park (day use only)
and Swallow Falls State Park. Camping options range from
primitive campsites to fully equipped cabins.
“Camping can be the perfect getaway, especially midweek when fewer people are around,” says Patty Mash of
the Maryland Department of Natural Resources. “You
can come for a retreat where you can get back to nature,

Ranger Steve McCoy of the
Maryland Park Service notes that
camping can be rewarding in any
season. “We’re very fortunate in
Maryland to have such a wonderful
diversity of seasons,” he says. “Our
temperate climate offers diversity in
the kinds of animals we see.” Black
bear, white-tail deer, wild turkey and raccoon are notable
examples.
“Come in the fall to enjoy the change of seasons and
do some ‘leaf-peeping’,” he suggests. “The parks are terriﬁc
destination points from which to venture forth to explore
the area and happenings in local communities.” Oakland’s
Autumn Glory Festival is a notable example. Visit www.
visitdeepcreek.com to ﬁnd out what’s happening in the area.
What about winter? “Western Maryland state parks
are havens for winter sports,” Steve says. “They’re hopping
with activity in winter, compared to state parks in other
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parts of Maryland. There’s so much going
on then. You can see examples of adaptation
and survival.”
Choosing which park to visit can be a
challenge. “Each park has its own personality,” Patty says. The best way to test the
truth of that statement is to visit each one.
But if that’s not possible, perhaps the descriptions below will help. If you plan to
boat, ﬁsh or hunt, be sure to obtain the
licenses required.

Deep Creek Lake State Park
Just west of the Allegheny Front, Deep
Creek Lake State Park lies on a large
plateau known as the Tablelands or Allegany
Highlands. Once extensively logged, the
park’s predominately hardwood forest now
features oak and hickory. The park takes its
name from Maryland’s largest man-made
lake, with approximately a mile of shoreline
with access for launching boats, swimming
and ﬁshing. It’s a terriﬁc place for a picnic,
with lake views from picnic tables and
shelters nestled in the wooded areas near
the beach area.
You won’t want to miss the Discovery
Center, an educational and interpretive
center for kids of all ages where you can
learn about local ﬂora and fauna and take
in some local history about this former
logging and coal mining region that has
become a popular vacation destination.
Evening campﬁre programs, talks and guided
hikes led by park naturalists are available
throughout the year.
“The Discovery Center is a great example of Maryland’s mission of connecting
children with nature,” says Steve. “Getting
kids excited about nature and exploring
the outdoors helps to stimulate their thirst
for knowledge.”
Camping options at Deep Creek include
a campground with 112 campsites located
near heated restrooms with hot showers,
26 sites with electric hookups, “The Bear
Den” (an Adirondack-style shelter), two

Ranger Connie
Skipper leads a
butterﬂy program for
young visitors at the
Discovery Center.

All of the parks are
a great place to ride
bikes in pristine
scenery.

mini-camper cabins, and a Yurt. Pets are permitted only on hiking trails
and in the campground, and must be on a leash.
Popular activities include swimming, picnicking, boating, ﬁshing,
bird-watching, hunting in the park’s backcountry areas during regulated
hunting seasons, and hiking any of the park’s six trails that range from .2 to
5.5 miles in length. The Fire Tower Trail is a short, uphill climb that rewards
hikers with mountain views that are especially spectacular in fall. During the
winter, the Meadow Mountain Trail offers opportunities for snowshoeing,
cross-country skiing and hiking. If you prefer to paddle, Meadow Mountain
Cove offers views of a secluded marsh, mature upland forest along the lake’s
banks, and a look at an Osprey nesting platform.
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New Germany State Park
Located in the Savage River Forest along
the western edge of the Chesapeake Bay watershed, this 400-acre park was named for a 19thcentury farm community that once thrived in
this area. Visitors can hike, mountain bike or
cross-country on 12 miles of trails, or enjoy
swimming, ﬁshing and boating on the 13-acre
New Germany Lake. No gasoline motors are
permitted. Amenities include a snack bar, boat
rental, picnic tables and grills and a nature
center. From spring through fall, you
can camp at any of the park’s 39 campsites served by one central bathhouse.
Eleven rustic log cabins, warmed
by woodstoves and electric heat, are
available year-round.
Winter snows transform New
Germany State Park into a crosscountry skiing paradise, where you
can glide along trails that parallel Poplar Lick
Run (the source of the park’s lake) or venture
onto one of the park’s steeper trails. Or strap
on some snowshoes for a terrific aerobic
workout. At day’s end, you can retreat to your
cabin to warm your toes by the woodstove.
You don’t even need your own equipment or
have any experience; ski rentals and lessons
can be arranged through a local outﬁtter.

Casselman River Bridge State Park
Not far from New Germany State Park,
east of Grantsville, this site attracts history
buffs, ﬂy ﬁshermen and photographers. When
the National Road – Route 40 – was a major
thoroughfare, the Casselman River Bridge
was the longest single span stone arch bridge
in the world. Erected in 1813, the 80-foot
long bridge prompted skeptics to predict that
it would collapse once construction supports
were removed. Obviously they were mistaken,
and The Spruce Forest Artisan Village,
composed of historic buildings from the region,
is now near the foot of the bridge. Close by are
the Penn Alps Restaurant and Crafts Shoppe,
and Stanton’s Mill, a working grist mill
established in 1797. Summer is the best time
to visit Spruce Forest Artisan Village, and you
might be able to catch some chamber or folk
music in the Penn Alps Great Hall, next to
the restaurant. If you bring your pet to the
Casselman Bridge, you will need a leash.

Top: Marilyn and Jim
Aker, Camp Hosts at Deep
Creek Lake State Park’s
seasonal campground.
Deep Creek Lake State
Park offers a variety
of camping — mobile,
pop-up, tent, and cabins.
Camping, hot dogs,
campﬁre nature programs,
kids and oreo cookies are
all part of the fun.

Big Run State Park
If rustic is your style of camping, you’ll love this
300-acre park within the Savage River Forest. Located
at the mouth of the Savage River Reservoir, it’s a
haven for fans of ﬁshing, camping, hiking and hunting.
You’ll ﬁnd picnic facilities — including a rental picnic
pavilion for 75 - 100 people (reservations required),
boat launch ramps (canoe rentals are available nearby),
the 6.4-mile Monroe Trail, and 30 basic campsites.
If angling is of interest, you just might reel in some
walleye, trout or bass. To preserve the reservoir’s water
quality, gasoline motors are not allowed. A leash is
required for your pet.

Herrington Manor State Park
Located south of Oakland, Herrington Manor
lies within the Garrett State Forest, which was established by a land donation from the Garrett family. The
park’s name refers to a manor built during the mid-1880s
by Abijah Herrington and later purchased by the State of Maryland. The
manor is now a memory, replaced by
a 53-acre lake and 21 miles of trails
established in the 1930s by the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC).
Come to swim, ﬁsh or explore the lake
by boat. You might spot an osprey
overhead, or spot migratory waterfowl
like loons, bufﬂeheads, mergansers or
teal as they dive for food. If you like
to ﬁsh, you just may reel in bass, catﬁsh,
panﬁsh or trout; the lake is stocked several
times per year. Or put on your hiking
shoes, hop on your mountain bike, or if
conditions are right, step into your crosscountry skis or snowshoes for adventures
on one of the park’s six trails. Although
beautiful in any season, Herrington Manor
shines in winter when snow piles onto the
hemlocks.
Two trails merit a special mention. The
10-mile Snaggy Mountain Trail is long
enough to accommodate snowmobiles,
and a side trail leads to the Maryland
Bicentennial Oak, where you can sit on
benches maintained by local Boy Scouts
and admire a tree that took root in the
mid-18th Century. If you’d like to linger,
you can reserve a nearby rustic shelter
and set up camp. Another option is the 5.5-mile
Swallow Falls Trail that links Herrington Manor and
Swallow Falls State Park (description on following page).

The O’Brien family enjoy one of the cabins at New Germany
State Park, available year-round.
Inset: One of the Herrington Manor State Park cabins.
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Twenty log cabins are available
year-round for overnight stays. All
provide such modern conveniences as
electric heat and bathrooms with showers,
plus wood-burning ﬁreplaces and covered
porches perfect for woodland viewing.
Sorry, you must leave your pets at home.
Every year, visitors can enjoy maple
syrup demonstrations in spring, interpretive programs in summer and apple
butter making in fall.

Swallow Falls State Park
Last on our list is a park featuring
some of Maryland’s most spectacular scenery, with trails
that meander through hemlocks and old-growth forest past
a series of waterfalls. It’s a visual treat in any season. The
crown jewel is Muddy Creek Falls, where Muddy Creek
drops 53 feet into a gorge carved by the Youghiogheny
River where the two waterways converge. Walking south on
this trail takes you past Upper Swallow Falls, Lower Swallow
Falls and the southernmost Tolliver Falls. On a warm day,
you’ll likely see people sunbathing. If you are tempted to
join them, please use extreme caution; the water is brisk and
the rocky surface underwater can be very slippery. And avoid
the area just above Muddy Creek Falls.
Not far from the Falls, you’ll ﬁnd the park amenities
like picnic areas, a pavilion, a playground, a camp store and
a nature center. With 65 campsites, you’ll have plenty of
choices of where to pitch your tent. All sites have a ﬁre ring,
picnic table and lantern post, and are close to bath houses
with hot and cold water. Please keep your pets at home
from Memorial Day through Labor Day. At other times,
they can visit but must be kept on a leash.
The Maryland Park Service offers four different passes
to the parks via its Web site, at http://www.easycart.
net/MarylandDepartmentofNaturalResources/Park_
Passes.html. The 2009 Maryland State Park Passport offers
great savings for frequent park visitors, and is available
beginning September 9, 2008. When visiting any of the
parks, please be aware that you are responsible for any
trash you generate during your visit. All Maryland State
Parks are ‘Trash Free’ in the day-use areas.
So it’s not too early to plan a camping vacation in
Garrett County’s state parks. You’ll ﬁnd an abundance of
activities, no matter what the scenery, and return home
refreshed and renewed, with many happy memories to share.
And don’t forget your camera!
Sara Mullins is a freelance writer living in the Laurel Highlands of Pennsylvania with her husband, Steve. A native of
Bethlehem, Pa. and graduate of West Virginia University, she
has also lived in West Virginia and Western Maryland.

Herrington Manor State Park dock, beach and well-prepared
ﬁsherman. Muddy Creek Falls at Swallow Falls State Park.
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